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== of new Ships for €400 Million

The vessel “Tosca“ with LNG propulsion is a convincing example of the new environmental investment of Gefo.

The shipping company Gefo is building a range of new special-

ized tankers at shipyards in China, Turkey, Romania and the Nether-

lands. The total amount invested comes to €400 million and will re-

sult in 26 new-build vessels and 13 purchases of modern tonnage.

According to the company, competitive construction prices could

only be achieved in the countries mentioned.

The vessels destined for the open sea
include a total of nine new chemi-
cal tankers, of which three are ships
with a 7,500 tons deadweight (tdw)
while six are chemical tankers with
3,800 tdw. All nine seagoing vessels
are built with stainless-steel tanks so
that they can be used for any kind of
liquid chemical products, including
acids and alkalis. Five tankers have
been acquired by purchase, also for
sailing with high-grade chemicals.

Five new gas tankers and 12 chem-
ical tankers, 11 of which are also
equipped with stainless-steel cargo
tanks, are being built for service on in-
tra-European waterways. Eight addi-
tional purchases have been made. One
third of the new chemical tankers have
already been chartered out to chemi-
cal shippers on a long-term basis.

Gefo is a leading logistics company
in the European chemicals and
mineral oil industries and had reve-
nue of €430 million in 2021, of
which 80% came from products in
the chemicals industry. With the
newly built vessels, it expects a
throughput of 20.0 million t and rev-
enue of €500.0 million in the future.
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All units destined for the sea and
for the Rhine, especially also for the
chemical triangle ARA (Antwerp-Rot-
terdam-Amsterdam) are built with
double hulls for environmental and
safety reasons. The products shipped

by Gefo—18.3 milliont in 2021—
are all ‘dangerous goods’ with explo-
sive or toxic contents. The steadily
growing environmental awareness
among chemical and mineral oil ship-
pers and tanker shipping lines is
what encouraged the shipping com-
pany to make the €400 million invest-
ment, the largest in its history.

In 1961 Gefo was founded as Ge-
sellschaft fiir Oltransporte (0il Trans-
port Company). Today, it’s fleet con-
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sists of 150 specialized tankers, half
of which are owned vessels and the
other half chartered vessels. With an
average age of 9years for the sea
fleet and 13.2 years for the river fleet,
the company will have the youngest
special tanker fleet in Europe. The
operations of the fleets, which can
be categorized as chemical shipping,
mineral oil shipping and gas ship-
ping, are coordinated from Ham-
burg, Antwerp, Duisburg and Luxem-
bourg. 25 sea tankers are primarily
employed in the voyage between the
ports of the North Sea, the Baltic Sea
and the western Mediterranean.

From the large number of the new
seagoing vessels that have already
been delivered from the shipyards
the “Tosca“ with LNG propulsion is an
outstanding example of the new en-
vironmental investment. It reduces
emissions of particulate matter by
100%, of sulfur oxides by 100%, of ni-
trogen oxides by 80%, and of carbon
dioxide by 25% compared with con-
ventional marine gas oil (MGO) pro-
pulsion.

In accordance with the Paris Agree-
ment Gefo is endeavoring to make
its ships carbon-neutral by 2045.
This will require the successive re-
placement of the entire current four
fleets of seagoing and inland water-
way vessels with new buildings pow-
ered by green hydrogen, green meth-
anol or green ammonia or battery
operation in 20 to 25 years. In Gefo’s
professional  opinion, retrofitting
the current existing fleets with new,
non-polluting engines would not be
a worthwhile undertaking since the
fleets would then be a quarter of a
century old or older.

Thanks to its experience in ship-
ping gas, with 20 gas tankers in ser-
vice, the company is currently in-
volved in the development of methods
for shipping and disposing of CO, at
underground storage facilities in the
seas (carbon capture and storage,
CCS). A process that is not yet possi-
ble in Germany, though it is already
practiced in other countries such as
Norway.

The hydrogen propulsion equip-
ment modalities for a Gefo sea-go-
ing vessel have been submitted to
the classification society DNV for ap-
proval. The German government sup-
ports the project. Realization would
mean the first zero-emission seagoing
cargo ship since the end of sailing.(sa)
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